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Dear All,

What an exciting Venice Cup with Israel 1%, Turkey 2" and
China 3™. This was a first time Venice Cup Gold for Israel, two
times Silver in a row for Turkey. China has won twice, silver
three times and this was their third time to take bronze after
defeating Norway for third place. Congratulations to all.

In this issue Mark Horton selects some ‘Marrakech Moments’
and clearly there were many! Medallists Dona Tal, Tuna ElImas
and Wang Yannan share a little of their story with us along with
participants, Anne-Lill Helleman, Sophia Baldysz, Roz Bernstein
and Marianne Harding writes of an exciting Norwegian project.

WBF Women’s Committee Chair, Esther Sophonpanich, writes
on Women'’s Bridge in Zone 6, member and WBF Executive Suzi
Subeck in Zone 2 reminisces about Women's Bridge, member
Aaida Jaber writes on Zone 4, Oryah Meir of Zone 1 shares a
link to the good work taking place for women in the EBL.
Shireen Mohandes has a piece on the successful Teacher &
Coach Conference. Tournament Director Jeanne van den
Meiracker writes of her journey to be a WBF Head Tournament
Director and South African Venice Cup PC, Roz Bernstein,
follows with praise of TDs in Marrakech.

As we on the WBF Women’s Committee try to steer some
development and support for women across the Globe, we
bring you Posters for the now long standing WBF Women'’s
Festival BBO Online November 6t to 12t", 2023 and the
inaugural WBF Teams on RealBridge Feb 16" to 18", 2024. The
latter is a first step to organising a global competive teams
event online without the cost of travel but with all the Rules,
Registration, Commitment Form and System Cards as if it was a
live championship. Please support and we can do more!

Speaking about doing more: the position of EBL Women’s
Bridge Coordinator (WBC) was created in 2018 and on page 32
is the suggestion we appoint a WBC in each NBO in the world.
Then we can certainly do more!

Hope you will join us for our events in November and February.

Mary Kelly Rogers,
Editor
WBF Women’s Committee
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The Journey to a World Championship

DANA TAL WRITES:

Dana Tal

It all began with our challenging journey to Marrakesh. Initially, we had planned to take a flight to Casablanca and
then a bus to Marrakech. However, just a week before the tournament, our flight to Casablanca was postponed. This
unexpected change led us on a tour from Tel Aviv to Milan, Milan to Casablanca, and then a bus (or as we
affectionately called it, the horror bus) awaited the entire Israeli delegation. It was scorching outside, with
temperatures reaching 45 degrees Celsius, and to make matters worse, the bus's air conditioning was broken. It was a
terrible experience - no air, no windows to open. And that's how our journey began. | remember telling the team,
'From here, it could go either way - all the way or turn into a total catastrophe time will tell.' After an 18-hour trip, we
finally arrived at the hotel venue and received a very warm welcome from the locals.

Now a bit about our team

Dona and Noga Tal

The oldest pair on the team - known as 'the Tal sisters'.

Noga pictured on the right, 41 years old and is a mother of two aged 8 and
4, and used to used to work in computer programming but now focuses on
her hobbies and spending time with her kids. Noga is considered the
mature and responsible one on the team.

Dana(me), 38 years old, also a mother of two (aged 4 and 2) and leads a
programming team. You can only imagine how difficult it is to find time to
practice. The sisters have been playing together for many years and stand
to play with each other for even more.

Left to Right:

The Tal Sisters - Dana and Noga
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Hila Levi and Adi Asulin

and good vibes.

Adi Asulin and Hila Levi, both 30 years old, make up another pair.

Adi is a yoga instructor and a bridge teacher and professional.
She's the spirited side of the team, always bringing positive energy

Hila, also 30 years old, is a computer programmer. Adi and Hila
have been playing together for many years and are best friends in
addition to being great partners and teammates.

Left to Right:
Hila Levi, Ziv Roitman, Adel Petelko, NPC Israel Yadlin, Adi Asulin
Noga Tal, Dana Tal

Ziv Roitman and Adel Petelko

The youngest pair in the team, and
possibly in the entire championship,
is Adel Patelko and Ziv Roitman.
Adel and Ziv began playing bridge at
the age of 11 while participating in a
program designed to nurture young
bridge players, with Adi and Hila as
their mentors. Adel, 18 years old, is
about to complete her degree in
computer science whereas Ziv, also
18 years old, is about to finish her
physics degree. Both are about to
join the army next year and have
been best friends for years.

Israel Yadlin

Our captain, Israel Yadlin, is 74 years
old and already retired. He used to
manage an air conditioning
company (imagine what he had to
say about that bus incident). He's a
calm and experienced individual
with numerous bridge titles in the
open category. This team was
formed 1.5 years ago and won the
bronze medal in the European
Championships in Madeira.
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The Journey through the Championships

| must admit, we entered this tournament with a touch of arrogance. We were convinced that we had two main
competitors - Poland and Sweden, the two teams that had outperformed us in the European Championships. We
thought the qualifications would be a walk in the park, and it did seem that way for the first couple of days. However,
a few setbacks led us to around the 8th place, not the most comfortable position as the tournament neared its end.
At one point, we even dropped to 9th place, and panic set in.

As we suspected, Poland and Sweden were way ahead of the other teams, but we were far from catching up. Our
bridge performance was mediocre, and the results reflected that. On the last day, we secured a significant win against
the UAE, and all we needed was not to lose badly against India. Of course, we were soundly defeated by India, but
luckily, it was enough for us to finish 8th and advance to the quarter-finals.

We were ecstatic and, above all, relieved to qualify. Once again, we were
certain that neither Poland nor Sweden would choose us, and we had
already planned how we would face one of them in the semi-finals. An hour
passed, and we received a one-word WhatsApp message from our captain:
Poland. Later, we saw a Facebook post in which the Swedish captain
mentioned they had intended to select us, but Poland "stole" their choice.

We were shocked. Were we considered so weak that our team became
everyone's first choice? Noga and |, along with Adi and Hila, have been
competing in the women's zone for many years, boasting various women's
titles. Most of the Polish women's pairs have played against us year after
year, with many of them defeating us (but not all the time).

Round Robin result
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Our Wake Up Call

In any case, we understood that it was a wake-up call. The time had come to play the best bridge of our lives, and so
we did. Here are a few examples:

In the Open room Adi and Hila bid beautifully to this very
good slam - Hila decided to show her 7th trump as the Q -
which was exactly what Adi needed, whereas in the Closed

room, the Polish pair stopped in 5® - 12 imps for Israel.

In the Open room the Polish pair bid aggressively to 5 ¢, doubled by Noga. And of course finding the lead of the A%
to arrange some quick ruffs to partner after hearing the 4% splinter. 54 doubled went 4 off and 800 was worth 8

imps for us when in the Closed room there was a 4#+1 by EW (450).

After the first day, we were in the lead. Personally, | must admit that in my entire bridge career, | had never felt as
stressed as | did on the morning of the second day of this match. It felt like a 'one chance, one shot' moment, and we
knew we had to seize it. Fortunately, we maintained our focus, expanded our lead, and won the quarters by 30 imps.

We were overjoyed, as if we had already won the championship. Noga and | finished before Adi and Hila, and once
they came out, we swarmed them, hugging and filled with excitement. We celebrated with a nice dinner and agreed
that we couldn't rest on our laurels. The next two days saw the semi-finals against China, a team with significant
achievements, including winning the Venice Cup six years ago in Lyon, where the Israeli women's team last
participated in a World Championship.
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Throughout, we maintained our lead, although the final match wasn't our best, to put it mildly. Nevertheless, we
secured a narrow victory, setting the stage for the finals against Turkey.

Turkey had some of the European champions from Strasbourg on their team, and we sensed they might be stronger.
However, we continued to believe in ourselves and remained focused. Our two experienced pairs had played most of
the boards in the championship, and facing 96 more boards was no easy task.

The match began in our
favor and continued to
improve. Here are a few
examples:

Noga and | reached this
3NT by NS. Some would
argue about the bidding
but the play was handled
like this:

Lead 79 to the A®. A heart back to the K and a third heart from W. In the meantime dummy discarded a D and a C.
There are 8 cashing tricks - 4#s, 19, 24s and 14. So my first thoughts were to cash AK of ¢ and if the Q wouldn’t fall
then | would finesse in 4 for the 9th trick. But then another opportunity popped up - why not to cash the spades and
put pressure on E? On the 3rd spade E could throw one of her ®s but on the 4™ spade she stopped to think and
eventually threw a Club. That was my cue to cash the A% and drop the K on my way to make 11 tricks. In the other

table a 48 made an extra trick so eventually no score.

In the Open room Adi bid 5#
heroically which was doubled and
made for 750. In the Closed room |

opened 5% and that ended the

West North East South bidding for 1 down after A® lead.
3NT Pass 65& Pass Another 12 imps for Israel.
Pass 54 X Pass
Pass Pass

As the segments continued, we increased our lead. The match concluded with us winning by 154
imps, and after over 600 boards per pair and 2 long stressful weeks, we were crowned the World
Women Champions of 2023!

Venice Cup 2023 Dona Tal



Mark Horton writes:

Mark Horton is perhaps the best-

known bridge journalist in the world.

Long time editor of Bridge Magazine
and A New Bridge Magazine he now
edits Bridgerama US for 52
Entertainment and is Chief Editor to
the WBF and the EBL.

A prolific author, he is currently the
man behind the production of the
WBF’s annual World Championship
Books. He has just finished editing
books translated from French,
Norwegian and Danish and is due to
deliver a new manuscript to Master
Point Press on 1 January 2024. He
lives in Shrewsbury with his wife Liz.
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Magical Marrakech Moments

Marrakech was a terrific location for everyone attending the 46th
World Bridge Team Championships, providing ideal conditions for
teams, officials, and spectators.

With temperatures during the first week averaging over 40 degrees,
the air-conditioned Palais de Congres was a veritable oasis.

The qualifying rounds of the Venice Cup provided numerous talking
points, with Sweden enjoying a record-breaking run of 18
consecutive wins before having their colours lowered by Egypt.
Meanwhile, Poland, despite losing three of their first 18 matches,
scored at such a rate that they were the ones to top the table. With
these two teams dominating the round-robin, it was easy to predict
that one of them would be the eventual winners, but writing in the
Daily Bulletin, Herman De wael revealed that only 29% of the top
qualifiers had gone on to claim a title. In the history of the Venice
Cup, only France (twice!) had succeeded in winning after qualifying
in eighth position.

In Marrakech it was Israel who finished eighth, surviving a nerve-
jangling last round. Thereafter they were inspired, defeating
Poland, China, and Norway to add a new name to the famous
trophy.

With thousands of deals being completed during the course of the
event you can be sure that some of them will be destined to survive
because of their instructional value or their brilliance.




SWEDEN V  TURKIYE

VENICE CUP

Here is the full deal:
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The Evaluation Game
During the bidding phase determining the worth of your hand is of
paramount importance. On certain occasions its value might go up

or down, especially in contested auctions.

This is your hand as West, with neither side vulnerable:

® 2

A854
¢ KJ98
L J A952

West North East South
— — Pass 1

Dble 3@ 44 Pass
?

How do you rate your hand at this point?

Despite the poor 1-4-4-4 distribution, the Kaplan-Rubens Hand
Evaluator considers these cards to be worth 14.25. Even so, facing a
passed hand how likely is it that you will have a play for game, even
though partner has volunteered a bid at the four-level? Your
opponent’s activity may be a significant factor. If your partner has
nothing wasted in spades, then you are close to playing with a 30
point pack in a situation where all partner’s points will be working.
In addition, if you consider it likely that partner will have at least
five clubs, your support increases the value of their hand by around

that of an extra king. Is your inclination like mine, to raise to 5%?

In total, 18 pairs got to 54 across the four events (as the cards lie
you can make 64), the best result going to Ozlem Kandolu and Tuna

Elmas who collected -800 defending 5 doubled in Tirkiye’s match
against Sweden in the Venice Cup.

Ozy and Tuna
Evaluating

Ozlem Kandolu Tuna Elmas




USA2 V  ITALY
WUHAN CuUP
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In every world championship | have attended one deal has stood
out above all the others.

The Top One

Opinions differ as to what constitutes a brilliant piece of play or
defence, but for me, one indicator that something special has
occurred is if that result is achieved at only one table.

Welcome to Board 4 from Round 7 of the Wuhan Cup and the
match between USA2 and Italy.

In the Open Room North led the 48 against 44 and declarer took 11
tricks for +650.

Closed Room

West North East South

D Rosenberg Gandoglia M Rosenberg Baroni
16 Pass 2& Pass
2NT Pass 38 Pass
46 All Pass

Alesssandro Gandoglia made the same opening lead as his
counterpart. Declarer won and immediately played a heart to the
jack, which held the trick!

It is hard to blame declarer for what followed.

She cashed the # AK, came to hand with a diamond and played a
heart to the queen. South won and played the ¢Q, forcing declarer
to ruff. With only one entry to dummy she tried a heart to the ace,
ruffed a heart and exited with a spade, but North won, and exited
with a club, South winning and cashing a diamond for one down —
the only occasion across the four events on which fewer than 10
tricks were recorded.

I’m not saying that’s the most brilliant defensive play | have ever
seen, but it’s in the top 1.

<<<<< Irene Baroni — Mark’s Top One

10



QUEEN CHRISTINA

From a piece by Mark in 2020

Apologies to those among you
who are hoping for a learned
piece about the famous Swedish
queen famously portrayed on
screen by the legendary Greta
Garbo. However, the Christina of
my title does hail from a
Scandinavian country, Denmark.
I'm referring to Christina Lund-
Madsen, rapidly making a
reputation for herself as both a
player and a writer.

Until recently she was

Editor of the Danish Bridge
Federation's magazine and she is
currently in charge of the Daily

Bulletins for the Online ALT events.

One of her specialties is in depth
interviews in which she is not
afraid to ask personal questions.
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MORE MARRAKECH MAGIC - WITH CHRISTINA

Mark now writes:

If you have a good
memory, you may recall
that some time ago |
penned an article about
Denmark’s Christina Lund-
Madsen, mentioning
(among other things) that
she was establishing a
reputation for herself as
both a player and a
writer.

At the World Bridge Series in Wroclaw last year, she won her first
World Championship title as a member of Barbara Ferm’s Mixed
Team.

Following on from that, at the World Championships in Marrakech,
Christina joined the Daily Bulletin team contributing a wonderful
series of in-depth interviews with players and officials. You can
access them at
www.championships.worldbridge.org/marrakech2023 and clicking
on the link to Bulletins.

Her first offering, an interview with the new WBF President, Jan
Kamras, can be found in Bulletin 2.

Like most top-class players, she travels the world competing on the
biggest stages, but still finds time to organise the popular online
Mixed Teams events on the ALT platform.

The Christmas Mixed Teams is due to take place 18-21 December
2023, so you have plenty of time to put together a team.

The Registration page is at: www.bridgeresults.org (just click on the
All Monthly Mixed Team events (webpage).

11
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MARK AND OLD MOVIES

It’s no secret that | enjoy watching old movies. | couldn’t resist
paying homage to one of the all-time classics.

Play it Again Slam

Consistently voted one of the best films
of all time, Casablanca features a
scene where Humphrey Bogart’s
character Rick Blaine is seen studying a
game of chess. Bogart was a keen
player, which may explain why the
scene is included in the movie. Imagine
if he had been a bridge aficionado....

Rick Blaine’s plan to deliver Letters of Transit to llsa Lund and Victor
Laszlo had hit a snag thanks to the arrival of Major Heinrich Strasser
and Colonel Heinze who were intent on arresting Victor. To buy
some time Rick had suggested a short bridge match. When the last
board arrived, it was clear that Rick’s team needed a swing.

Hoping she might be able to give her partner a ruff llsa led the ¢A
which collected the four, jack and king. Reflecting that the king
might be a false card, she continued with the 45 only to see Victor
follow with the six as declarer discarded a heart on dummy’s queen.
Having recently read an article in The British Bridge World about
developing the side suit before drawing trumps, Signor Ugarte
cashed dummy’s ®K and noted the appearance of West’s 910. He
continued with a heart to the ace, but llsa’s ruff meant the contract
was one down.

After an identical auction Major Strasser also tried the effect of
starting with two rounds of diamonds and here too declarer’s first
move after winning with dummy’s #Q was to cash the K. When
West followed with the ten Rick saw no harm in cashing dummy’s
#A and was pleased to see the queen appear. Only then did he
continue with a heart to the ace. When West discarded a diamond
Rick ruffed a heart, cashed dummy’s top spades discarding a heart
and could claim the last five tricks via a high-cross ruff.

That was enough to secure victory and the irate Major Strasser
went over to the telephone, clearly intent on summoning troops to
arrest Victor. Quick as a flash, a gun appeared in Rick’s hand along
with a warning to the Major. When he ignored it Rick shot him. As
Captain Renault’s men rushed into the room he calmly informed
them, ‘Major Strasser has been shot. Round up the usual suspects.’
As Rick and Captain Renault left the café, Rick said, ‘Louis, I think
this is the beginning of a beautiful partnership.’

Hark Horton

12



STAY TUNED!
% % % 3k 5k %

Lots of interesting
articles follow:

PLAYERS

Tuna Elmas (Turkey — Silver)
Yannan Wang (China — Bronze)
Sophia Baldysz (Poland — Top
of Round Robin)

Marianne Harding and

NPC Anne-Lill Hellemann
(Norway-4th)

Roz Bernstein PC (SouthAfrica)

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR
Jeanne van den Meiracker

RealBridge
Shireen Mohandes

NEWS FROM AROUND THE
ZONES:

Esther Sophonpronich

(Zone 6)

(Chair WBF Women’s Comm)
Suzi Subeck ( Zone 2)

(WBF Executive & WBF
Women’s Committee)

Aaida Abu-Jaber (Zone 4)
(WBF Women’s Comm)

INFORMATION WBF
ONLINE EVENTS

Coming soon
WBF Women’s Festival
Nov 6-12, 2023

New February 16-18, 2024
WBF Women’s Teams -
RealBridge
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WBF WOMEN'S ONLINE

WBF WOMEN’S FESTIVAL
NOVEMBER 6-12, 2023

WBF WOMEN’S TEAMS ONLINE

FEBRUARY 16-18, 2024

ZONES:
EBL, NABF, CSB, BFAME, CAC, APBF, SPBF, ABF

ALL INVITED!

13
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WBF WOMEN'’S FESTIVAL

More information will be
published

(Click) here in due course.

Winner of WBF Women’s
Spring Festival 2023 was
Deborah Smith, New
Zealand

Congratulations!

Click here for interview
with Deborah.

Prizes
Courtesy of WBF President, Jan Kamras:

v’ Free Entry to the National Women'’s Pairs in the
next WBF Pairs Championships for winner and
partner of choice from the same NBO.

v" WBF Online Master Points for the Festival's top 20

players.

Anna Maria Torlontano,
who championed Women’s
Bridge for its development,
instigated the WBF/BBO
online Women’s Bridge
Festival. To play in the
Festival is an opportunity to
network, form partnerships
and teams and then
compete to the highest

level in Bridge.

DO PLAY!

v’ Signed certificates from the WBF for the top
players in each event.

Courtesy of BBO:
v’ BBS prizes for overall leaders.

v’ BBS Daily Prizes. An opportunity to win prizes
even if the top prize is no longer attainable.

v" BBO Points awarded based on the size of the field.

v’ Free Celebration Fun Tournament with Video chat
and Quiz to congratulate the winners for all
participants on a date after the Festival.

14
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Purpose of this Teams event:

To provide an opportunity for an
international competitive bridge
without potential limitations of

cost or travel.

If interested please make contact

by emailing
Mary Kelly Rogers

wbfwomen@worldbridgefed.com

Typical Timetable

(Described in UTC time)
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Day 1
(subsequent days are variants)

AM:
Oceania versus West Europe

Early PM:
Far East versus East Europe

Late PM:
West Europe versus Americas

02:00:
Americas versus Oceania

Entry Payment

Crédit Suisse SA, Rue du Lion d’Or
5-7, P.0.Box 5722, 1002 Lausanne,
Switzerland
IBAN CH58 0483 5154 6496 9200 0
SWIFT CRESCHZZ80A
Clearing 4835

Address of WBF :World Bridge
Federation
Maison du Sport International
54 av. de Rhodanie

1007 Lausanne, Switzerland
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The WBF Women's Committee
invites women players
worldwide to participate in a

Teams event on RealBridge

16 to 18 February, 2024

Event Summary

Please send an email. You will receive a link to
a form to complete.

Entry Any number of teams may enter, but all the
players must be from the same nation.

Entries close on January 16,

Entry Fee The entry fee will be 40 Euros for the entire
team. Payment will be to the WBF bank
account.

Format The format of the Tournament depends on
number of teams. It will probably be a Round
Robin.

Yelal=1e[0I[= The tournament is played over 3 calendar days.
Matches are timed so that the teams will meet
others from around the world at mutually
convenient times.
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We are fortunate on the WBF
Women’s Committee to have
Anna Gudge, WBF
Communications Manager,
working with us.

Our Worldwide WBF Teams
Online, RealBridge, on February
16 to 18, 2024 will come with all
the entry requirements and rules
as if this was a live championship.

To help you, Anna has put
together all you need to know for
the Registration process,
Commitment Form and Systems
Card.

Please let me know if you are
interested in playing by emailing:-
wbfwomen@worldbridgefed.com

You will then receive an entry
form and once entered there will
be more information.

Shireen Mohandes is working with
us for the organisation of these
teams on RealBridge.

Mary Relly Rogens
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Entering the WBF Online Women’s Teams

February 16-18, 2024

Items to note:

WBF Registration:

Each player in the team must be registered in the WBF Database.
If you are not registered in the database please go to :

http://www.worldbridge.org/rules-
regulations/competitions/participants-commitment/ where you can
download the registration form to complete and return to
anna.gudge@worldbridgefed.com, or you can email Anna and she
will send you a copy.

If you are not sure and need to check, you can go to:
http://www.worldbridge.org/people-finder/ and type in your last
name (you don’t need to enter your country) and you will get a list
... please remember that if you registered some time ago and have
subsequently changed your name you also need to check your
original name. If it has changed please email
anna.gudge@worldbridgefed.com and she will arrange to update
your entry.

WBF Commitment form:

Each player must also have a registered Commitment form in place
— if you have played in a WBF Championship event since 2017 you
should already have one, but if not please go to
http://www.worldbridge.org/rules-
regulations/competitions/participants-commitment/ and you can
complete the form digitally and it will be sent to the WBF
automatically.

Systems Card:

Each participating pair must register their system card in advance,
no later than 1 February 2024. This must be in the correct format
and the main card must be two sided only. Supplementary sheets
(maximum 6) may be added to give additional necessary
information. These must be emailed either as the original word /
excel file or as a PDF to anna.gudge@worldbridgefed.com. Full
details and blank cards for completion can be found at :
http://www.worldbridge.org/rules-regulations/competitions/wbf-
system-card-editors/ . Note that HUM and Brown Sticker systems
are NOT permitted for this event.

If you have any queries please email
Anna Gudge, WBF Communications Manager at
anna.gudge@worldbridgefed.com
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Tuna Elmas writes:

Tuna Elmas and partner
Ozlem Kandolu

| would like to start with a passage
taken from our great leader
Ataturk:

“Turkish people have high dignity,
Turkish people are hard working
and Turkish people are clever”.

These apply exactly in the case of
the Turkish National Women'’s
Team, who won Silver medals at
the 46" World Championships,
the Venice Cup, in Morrocco.

Venice Cup Silver Medallists 2023
also have fun!
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Turkish National Women - are -
WONDERFUL EFFECT

VENICE CUP SILVER MEDALLISTS MARRAKECH 2023
Left to right: Irem Ozbay, Ozlem Kandolu, Tuna Elmas, Ash Acar,
Berrak Erkan, Hatice Ozgur

We were delighted and excited to qualify for the Venice Cup in the
46™ World Championships in Marrakech with our sights on Gold.

When Turkish are in a situation of real competition, we get united,
we form a body and this is exactly as it was in Marrakech - we had
become one. This team had that soul and with determination we
pushed hard to the end. Bridge, like Chess requires deep
concentration and throughout we had action plans for each
considered step along the way. We make our plans, much before
we act.

In Tlrkiye, Bridge is one of the favourite mind games and the
Turkish Federation is continually working very hard to enlarge the
number of active bridge players. The new generation is proving to
be promising for the competitive game at international level. Bridge
in Tlrkiye also brings people together in the social platform and is
also loved and popular as a mind game.

We, the Turkish Women’s National Team members were the lucky
ones to be part of such an awesome international community in
Morocco. In fact, every moment of the tournament was precious
and valuable for us. We did the best we could throughout as a
united team.

However, the 46" World Championship, were also very sad and
misfortunate events took place for our Turkish National Team, but
... we survived until the end. First of all, team member Dilek Yavas
couldn’t come, we were left with five for three days.
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NPC Gokhan Yilmaz

TURKIYE V NORWAY
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We played with the same four team mates, the same two pairs. We
were lucky to have another friend Irem Ozbay, who gave us great
support and joined us later. By that time we faced another very sad
occasion; my dear friend and partner Ozlem Kandolu’s father died.

She couldn’t even go to his funeral. It was a very sad occasion. Even
though, we all went through these hard times, we did it and we
became the World’s second best.

Of course, we were also sad to lose first place. However, | want to
congratulate again the Israeli National Women’s Team. They played
very well and were lovely competitors.

We made big preparations before the Championship. Our captain,
Gokhan Yilmaz, had bidding sessions each week in private with all
three pairs. He has been a great friend, a perfect director, a very
good guide and also a cheerleader for us. He was with us all the
time.

| also want to mention our president, Yasemin Mercil, who visited
us to give us extra support. Actually, all along the way we had great
support and wonderful motivation given to us by our sponsor,
Turkon Holding’s and President of the Board, Nevzat Kalkavan. A big
thank you to the many supporters who called, wrote and prayed for
us and this includes my mother! Finally, it is thank you to all who
are mentioned here and to all the Turkish people in Tirkiye who
supported us with all their hearts from the beginning to the end.
But, next time - First - That’s the goal!

Perfect Defence

Board 21 was one of the best defence hands of the Turkish
Women’s National team in the semi final match, between Turkiye
and Norway. This defence was made by Asli Acar and Berrak Erkan.
Asliled K ®. When it was ducked she continued with J®, which was
taken by A4, her partner Berrak signalled with the 34. Declarer
shifted to clubs where Berrak played the #2. Asli concluded that
Declarer had 6 cards in clubs, she counted her hand and guessed
the distribution. If the rivals had both the K and Q of diamonds the
contract would be made.The only option was to play hearts so,

Asli played her K®.

3NT -2, 200 to Tiirkiye and 12 IMPS on the board.

<<<<< Until next time... UNITED!

Tuna Elmas
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WANG YANNAN

Yannan is a member of the WBF
Women’s Committee and also a
member of the WBF Executive. In
Marrakech she was NPC to Venice
Cup Bronze medallists — China.
She joined the Chinese Contract
Bridge Association, and is now the
Deputy Secretary General and
fully responsible for management
of CCBA and she ensured the
successful hosting of the 44th
World Bridge Team
Championships in 2019.

She attaches great importance to
the training of young players and
during the pandemic has assisted
with the launch of specialist
online bridge activities.

Wang Yannan was also 1st
Executive Vice President of the
Asia Pacific Bridge Federation.
Through her efforts bridge
became an official event in the
2022 Hangzhou Asian Games.

Until she started work with the
Association Wang Yannan had not
played bridge but quickly learned
and found herself fascinated by
the sport.
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Women'’s Bridge — Long Way to Go

Asian Games October, 2023
Long Way to Go

A feast for Asian bridge players, the 19t Hangzhou Asian Games
bridge competition has come to an end in Hangzhou, China, on Oct
6 2023. In the Women’s Team category, the Chinese team won the
gold medal with 0.9 IMP leading. The Chinese Taipei team won the
silver medal, while Hong Kong, China and Singapore won the bronze
medals. A total of eight teams competed in the women's team
category: China, Hong Kong, China, Chinese Taipei, Singapore, India,
Indonesia, Thailand and Korea. The inclusion of bridge in this grand
competition in the Asian region is undoubtedly a shot in the arm for
the bridge development of NBOs, and it is also after this
competition that we realize that the development of bridge still has
a long way to go.

Bridge is also a Sport

After the Chinese women's team won the Gold Medal, various
Chinese media reported one after another. A video news from
Hangzhou Daily, the local media of the host city, went viral, but the
hottest comment was the feeling that "bridge is also a

sport." Bridge has been listed as an official sport in China for more
than 40 years, and the Chinese women's bridge team has won the
World Championships three times. There is even a National
Women's Bridge Club League held annually in China with eight
women's clubs participate in the competition. At present, 17 teams
participate in the women's team competition of this year's National
Bridge Championships. Just when we think bridge is thriving, we
suddenly find out that very few people know bridge, and even
fewer people know that bridge is a sport.

19



Yannan writes:

As an administrator of bridge, |
think maybe women's bridge can
make some different
contributions to the better
development of bridge in the
world. The World Bridge
Federation must retain events
such as the women's bridge team
competition in the World
Championships and the World
Youth Championships, so that
women's bridge and men's
bridge will receive equal respect
and attention in this sport. At the
same time, we should take the
initiative to put some "labels" on
bridge projects, such as wisdom,
logic, fashion, cooperation and so
on. We also need to create
opportunities to constantly
emphasize these labels and
create an ideal bridge

image. Perhaps in women's
bridge events, these features are
easier to be noticed, accepted
and respected. We should try to
create an atmosphere in which
participating in bridge is a very
fashionable and cool thing. |
believe it is easier for women's
bridge to achieve this effect. In
China, excellent female bridge
players give the public the
impression that they are more
smart, elegant, beautiful,
amazing, even with some
mystery! Through the continuous
creation and publicity of the
image of female players, bridge
will be far away from such
negative comments as gambling
and dullness.
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During the Asian Games, | learned about the development of
women's bridge in Hong Kong, China, Chinese Taipei, Singapore and
India respectively. One of the similarities is that female bridge
players, especially those who want to become high-level players,
face more difficulties than male players in participating in bridge
competitions, including career, marriage, children and other factors
that restrict female players from putting more energy into bridge.
Of course, it also includes the society's lack of understanding of
bridge. Another commonness is gratifying, because bridge has been
included in two consecutive Asian Games, and many countries and
regions have begun to attach importance to bridge from the
government level. While giving more financial support, it has also
significantly increased the publicity of bridge, and the recognition of
bridge is slowly improving. But judging from the reaction of Chinese
citizens to bridge, there is still a long way to go for bridge to
become a well-known and beloved sport in China and even in Asia.

The urgent task to make bridge develop better in the world is not
the rapid development of the competitive level of bridge, nor the
fierce competition of 0.9 IMP, but to break through the circle of
bridge, so that more people get to know, understand, accept and
like bridge. We expect our female players to take the lead in
taking this step.

Wang Yannan
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CHINA
BRONZE WINNERS
VENICE CUP
MARRAKECH 2023

Left to right: Huang Yan,
Yu Xiuting, Liu Yan,
Wang Yannan(NPC)

Li Xin(coach)
Ran Jingrong,
Zuo Xiaoxue, Zhou Meiling

CHINA
GOLD WINNERS
ASIAN GAMES 2023

Left to right: Liu Yan,Ran

Jingrong, Huang Yan, Yu Xiuting

INDONESIAN PLAYERS
who took part in the Women’s
event of the Asian Games
October 2023
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SUZI SUBECK

Many accolades abound for Suzi
Subeck but for us on the WBF
Women’s Committee she is a
member who is committed to the
work that is needed to support
women in Bridge and to ensure the
category can survive so that women
have their own platform to excel
worldwide.

Suzi is a member of the WBF
Executive.

Suzi with her late husband Stan,
who sadly passsed away as they
made their way home on a Cruise
ship from the World Championships
in Marrakech.
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Some 40 years ago, Women’s Bridge was very popular in North America.
Most Women's events were held mid-week at ACBL Regionals and drew
upwards of 40 teams. These events were a great way to bond with
girlfriends. The routine was simple: The women played together mid-
week and when spouses/significant others arrived for the weekend, there
were pairs of all composition playing in large events together. Women’s
events, Open events, and Mixed events flourished. The game was fun, and
the sociability made it great!

Back then, | played regularly with Mary Gardner. Sadly, Mary recently
passed away. | remember many amusing tales of the wonderful time we
spent gossiping on the way to tournaments, being so engrossed in our
conversation that we invariably got lost. After all, we predated GPS! We
had fun dinners with our teammates, discussing hands. And, after a
grueling week of playing three sessions a day, we left the tournament
with plans to play in whatever event was coming up next! We loved it! We
couldn’t get enough.

I remember a mid-week Women’s Team event in Chicago where Mary and
| bid aggressively to 6S. We scored +980 for 14 IMPs when our
counterparts passed the board out!! Our husbands were heard to exclaim,
“That wouldn’t happen in a Men’s event!” So be it!

On another occasion our Women’s squad was playing in the popular
morning KO (an “open” event). We made it to the semi-finals and were
offered the chance to play off for third/fourth. Our would-be opponents,
then bridge professional, Bob Glenn, and his client partner who was vying
for the Barry Crane 500 title, were desperate to play. We thought, “What
are our chances?” Deciding it was too much trouble to put on make-up for
an early morning 3/4 playoff where we were largely outclassed, we opted
to sleepin.

The Barry Crane title seeker was frantic. He exclaimed: “I need the
masterpoints! How about if | pay your entry?” Was he suggesting we
would surrender? Or worse, that his team would automatically trounce us
because we were women? (Men were chauvinistic even then!!) His offer
to buy our entry was all the challenge we needed. Said we: “We will play
but buyer beware!” You can imagine their surprise when we won the
match and took 3rd!

Those were good times.
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More about Suzi
(From WBF website).

Suzi grew up in Chicago, resides in
Glenview, IL. Suzi’s supportive
husband sadly passed away on
Cruise ship as they made their way
home from the World
Championships in Marrakech.

Suzi has two children and five
amazing grandchildren. Suzi
graduated from the University of
lllinois in Champaign-Urbana with a
major in French and a split minor in
creative writing and math. Locally.

She has been elected to the WBF
Executive Council in 2019.

Suzi serves on both the ACBL Unit
123 (Chicago) and District 13
(Wisconsin, Chicago, and Upper
Michigan) Boards of Directors. She
served on the ACBL Board of
Directors for 12 years, as President
in 2015 and as Chairman of the
Board for three terms following.

She is the Chief Communications
Officer of the United States Bridge
Federation, editor and author of the
USBF daily bulletins at the
Championships, and Administrator
of the USBF Appeals Panels.

Suzi is on the Board of Directors of
the North American Bridge
Federation currently serving as
Treasurer.
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Wearing my WBF Executive hat ....my thoughts.

In recent years, Mixed events have eclipsed Women’s events. At the
Marrakech WBF Executive Council meetings, there was strong support for
replacing the U-26 Women’s Team Event with a U-26 “Super” Mixed Team
event. The vote was overwhelmingly in favor and the new event is
scheduled for next year.

It is difficult, as a member of the WBF Executive Council, to oppose this
trend. If more teams will enter a Mixed than a Women’s, the members
have spoken, and the organization is successful. The more teams and
players who support our World Games, the stronger we are... both as a
game and as an organization.

There is a delicate balance between doing what will be best for the WBF
and what will be best for the future of Women’s bridge! While | support
the idea of converting the U-26 Rona to a Super Mixed Team, | believe
that encouraging juniors to cultivate women’s partnerships early in their
bridge careers should be high in our mission if we want Women’s Bridge
to become vibrant again.

Sugé Subeck

WBF Executive member Suzi along with Executive members Helen Kruger
and Wang Yannan are members of the WBF Women’s Committee
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Jeanne van den Meiracker

Jeanne, a WBF Head Tournament
Director, is Dutch but living in
Belgium and writes:

Front row from left: Bertrand Gignoux, Eitan Levy, Matt Koltnow,
Antonio Riccardi, Rahmi lyilici, Jeanne van den Meiracker.
Back row from left: Laurie Kelso, Marc van Beijsterveldt, Gordon Rainsford,
Henrik Johansson, Ton Kooijman, Robert Schuster ,McKenzie Myers

| started directing because my
bridge club needed directors, this
was 1988 and around 1990 |
completed the 2 courses given by
Ton Kooijman, the chairman of the Jeanne continues:

WBF Laws Committee. In one of my first European Championships in Villamoura a player called

for a TD and when | arrived at the table the player said: ‘no no no waiter, |

The Dutch Bridge Federation . ,
want a real director’.... | was speechless..

invited me to the International TD

course in 1993 in Amsterdam. Editor asks: Is there any armoury within the rules to deal with this
| ended up with an A and the only outragious comment?
women who passed. Jeanne replies: .....oecivennecncrenns The player apologised.

Jeanne continues:
Paul Magerman from Belgium

invited me to be a TD in a Students
Championships in Antwerp in 1994
and from there | was invited

for the European Pairs
championships in Rome.

My idea of directing is:
Don’t lecture the players
Be nice but firm.
Take care of the players

My first World Championship was
in Rhodes in 1996 and in 2003 the
first Bermuda Bowl in Monaco. |
now have a record of

directing in 56 European and
World championships.

There were some women TDs I have a million stories to tell, but the main thing is that | am very happy
Anda Enciu from Israel, Dietlind that | learned to play bridge in 1976 and that my Bridge Club needed
Kellner from Austria, Michaela directors....!

Balint from Romania and Marieke
Quant from the Netherlands,

but they all disappeared for a van dew Menack

various reasons.




Roz Bernstein

My late husband introduced me
to bridge, he was my first teacher
and it played a major part in our
lives always!

| attended my first international
tournament in 1968 (!) as an
observer and was totally
overawed seeing.... Sam Stayman,

Easley Blackwood, Omar Shariff!...

In latter years having more free
time | became more serious
about the game and have been in
the South African Women’s team
five times.

Playing International Bridge has
brought me to many lovely
places:

2007 Mombasa and Shanghai.
2013 Reunion and Bali.

2017 Cape Town.

2020 and 2021 Online
Johannesburg ..Covid)

2023 Online Johannesburg
qualifying for Marrakech!

Bridge is a wonderful interest...
a game to be enjoyed at what
ever level you choose.
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SOUTH AFRICA PRAISES

TDs and ORGANISATION

IN MARRAKECH

Roz Bernstein writes:

| returned from Marakesh with a combined feeling of admiration, a
tinge of jealousy and a great sense of enjoyment.

My highest admiration of the impeccable organisation with intricate
attention to detail. The entire tournament ecosystem operated, full
tilt, seamless running of an experienced theatre production. The
efficient punctuality and adherence to the rules ensured what
appeared to the participants as a flawless event.

My tinge of jealousy was to see so many younger players
representing their countries. At home, despite so many efforts, we
are at least a generation behind producing the future generation of
bridge champions. The confidence and energy of youth always
adds a refreshing contrast to our aging South African bridge
population.

The bridge itself produced moments of great jubilation only
unfortunately to be followed by despair. Proving again that bridge
is a humbling game and showing the great ability of players, who
seem to make the correct judgment calls, at all levels of the bidding
and of course backed by precision play.

It was a fantastic experience and our team enjoyed the
competition.

Top:

Vanessa Armstrong,
Roz Bernstein (PC),
Sharon Lang
Bottom:

Niclola Bateman,
Carol Stanton,

Tas Nestoridis

Ry Bewastein
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VENICE CUP 2023
TEAM NORWAY

Gunn Tove Vist, Bodil @igarden, Liv Marit
Grude, Marianne Harding, Torild Heskje,
Ann Karin Fuglestad

Norway reached the finals of the
Venice Cup losing out to China for
Bronze. The team comfortably

reached 5% place in the Round Robin
rankings and went on to defeat
defenders Sweden in the Quarter
Finals

NPC Anne-Lill writes:

| have been with this

team for some

championships, and |

have seen it change to a
more confident team. They work well
together and have improved their
skills in the bidding systems and
attitude during the championship. It
can be quite a challenge to keep up
the spirit and effort during a long
championship, so mentally it is
difficult but important to be able to
only concentrate on bridge. | think
here | have seen a change. They have
developed a fighting spirit, meaning
we will continue fighting for medals
in the coming championships.

Ane- Ll

Marianne Harding and Ann Karin Fuglestad in
Marrakech 2023
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NORWEGIAN PROJECT

Bridge to 10,000 6" Graders

Marianne Harding writes:

In 2023 the Norwegian Bridge Federation received funding from the
foundation Sparebankstiftelsen DNB to introduce bridge to 6" graders
during school time. A spare time activity with bridge for kids will be
established in the extension of the school day at every school involved.
I’'m full time employed as project leader for this project for the next two
years.

When you read this, 463 kids will have received their first bridge lessons.
So far 20 % of kids introduced to bridge will show up to the first lesson,
which we think is a really high number. Time will show if we manage to
keep their interest.

The funding also allows us to develop some new material (animated
videos, specially designed decks of cards for practicing simple technique
etc.) that we think will be interesting for other countries. We have applied
to the EBL for funding to translate and share, and are awaiting their
response. Maybe the WBF will act on this invitation?

The best news, is that the schools are really grateful for this initiative. The
teachers see all kind of kids being included in a meaningful social activity,
and they express that the kids develop skills that are useful at school and
life in general.

The project will be followed by the BAMSA researchers, so stay tuned for
more news about what kids like and don’t like about bridge, how they find
the bridge lessons, and which (if any) skills they develop by playing bridge.

Mancanne Farding
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Sophia Baldysz

Sophia Baldysz started playing
bridge at 8 years old, but got
really addicted to the game at the
age of 16. A member of the Polish
Junior Girls team between 2014-
2019, with whom she won the
silver (2017) and gold (2019) in
the European Youth Teams
Championships and the silver in
the World Youth Teams
Championships 2018.

Sophia and her Mom Cathy

Starting in 2017 and up till now
she has been playing with her
Mom, Cathy Baldysz, for the
Polish National Women’s team
with whom in her first year on the
team reached a record semi-final
for Poland in the World
Championships.
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BRIDGE AND EVERYTHING THAT SURROUNDS IT|

| think the beauty of playing bridge is not only in the game itself,
but also in everything that surrounds it — the travel, the interesting
conversations that you have with other players, the different food
you may eat at different venues. | can say this especially for some of
my international bridge friends who travel to the Polish league and
can encounter some original dishes, including bigos, which is pretty
much a bowl of sauerkraut and sausage, zurek (soup with sausage)
and duck soup. It has even become a joke amongst our league
teammates that you have to order duck if you’re on a bridge trip.
But since this is not a culinary newsletter | will not bore you any
more with food details and dive into something more bridge-
related.

| will give you a declarer play problem. | won’t say much about it for
now, I'll come back to you with the answer later.

A seemingly uninteresting auction has landed you in 3NT, where
you opened INT and partner raised to 3. You got the 7 of diamonds
lead, small, jack. Now you. Second and fourth leads.

You decide to win and play Q of clubs and club to the king, finding
West with four clubs to the jack. You then decide to play the queen
of spades, king, ace and a low spade towards the ten, East winning
with the jack. Now East shifts to the 7 of hearts. And now?

%k %k %
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Five years later she won the first
Women’s World Championship
medal (the bronze) for Poland.

Double European Champion in the
Women’s European Teams
Championships in 2018 and 2022
and silver medalist of the Open
European Championships in 2018.

In pairs competitions she won the
silver in 2018 in the European
Youth Pairs and the silver in the
European Women'’s event in
Strasbourg 2023.

Her tally of medals for national
junior events comes up to a total
of 17 (8 golds, 5 silvers and 4
bronzes) in both open and girls
categories.

In the open categories she has a
gold medal for Polish National
Women’s pairs and 4 medals in
the mixed categories.

She also won two Polish Grand
National Pairs events in 2018 and
2023 with her Mom.

Early 2022 she started teaching
some Polish junior girls, two of
which have won a gold medal at a
national junior girls event.

A professional bridge player and
coach, she is also doing her PhD in
biotechnology and in her free
time, if there is any, she enjoys
singing.
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As | mentioned in the beginning one of the other interesting things
at bridge tournaments is the bridge-related conversations you will
have with other players. You may encounter a slight language
barrier, especially if you happen to be at an international
competition. In discussions over bridge hands or when trying to find
out your opponents agreements in a given bidding situation, there
seems to be many opportunities for funny or amusing stories. The
language differences also seem to flow into the world of bridge
books, especially when books are translated from one language to
another. Take Polish to English for example. Imagine you're reading
a book on declarer play and you need to execute a squeeze against
West to make your contract. Now the author has been kind enough
to provide the solution and is going over it: when you play a spade,
West can’t pitch a heart or a diamond, he can’t do anything to
prevent the squeeze. However, this got lost in the translation. Turns
out West is hopeless.

% %k %k
Do you still remember the problem | gave you? You have 2 lines of
play, one leading to just making, the other to down 3. And do you

remember the culinary anecdote | mentioned at the beginning?
That’s right. | hope you ducked it.

Sophia Baldysy
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Have a Watch

Most of the presentations are
about 20 minutes long. If you
want to see real-time translations
to your language, then look here,
https://realbridge.online/assets/d

ocuments/realbridge-bamsa-
guidance-on-translation-and-
captions.pdf - in particular, see
page 1.

What you see below are just 4
screenshots from the 29
presentations. Make yourself a
cup of coffee and enjoy watching
a couple a day.
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REALBRIDGE + BAMSA TEACHER & COACH CONFERENCE

and (Bridge: A MindSport for All)
arranged a short online conference on 7/8 October 2023 for bridge
teachers, coaches and mentors.

The speakers were from around the world. Some material was pre-
recorded but the majority of the speakers delivered presentations
live, via Zoom, to a keen audience comprising teachers, coaches,
heads of federations, and members of foundations.

The list of presenters:

Australia: Joan Butts, Paul Marston. Canada: Kathie Macnab. Czech
Republic: Milan Macura. Denmark: Morten Bilde. France: Jean-
Pierre Desmoulins. Germany: Ulrich Bongartz. Iceland: Matthias
Imsland. Ireland: Dermot O’Brien. Italy: Benedetta Ragazzi. New
Zealand/UK: Lyn Fry. Norway: Ane Haaland, Marianne

Harding. Singapore: Gary Yee, Kelvin Ong. Sweden: Linnea

Edlund. Tunisia: Meriem Daldoul Dorai. UK: Alan Shillitoe, Michael
Rushworth, Sam Knox, Sam Punch, Nicky Bainbridge. USA: Bronia
Jenkins, David Loeb, Deborah Drysdale, Allison Evans, Patty Tucker,
Rob Barrington, Robert Todd, Michael Berkowitz, Tracey

Bauer. USA/Canada: Gavin Wolpert.

The biographies of the speakers, and their topics are all here:

https://realbridge.online/teacher-coach-conference-2023-

directory/

If you are a teacher and interested in personal development, the
views and techniques of other teachers, we think you will enjoy

watching the presentations.

Perhaps you might like to think about accreditation. Or even, be
part of a group that sets up an accreditation program for your
nation or zone? Then take a look - this important topic was covered
by three presenters.

Are you thinking of, or currently managing a project for at school or
after school players? Again, take a look. Some have put together
blueprints on how to progress.

Maybe you are thinking of becoming a teacher, and you want to
know about the contemporary approach to teaching, then there is

Stiineen Motiandes

something for you too.
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GEOGRAPHICAL ZONES

The World Bridge Federation
consists of eight Zonal
Organizations.

Each Zonal Organization
administers bridge in its own
geographical area, coordinating
the National Federations of its
member countries.

The areas covered by the Zones and

some basic figures.

oTo see the members of each
zone click on the Organization
name

Membership figures refer to
registered National Federations
members only - not to bridge
players in the zone.
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WBF ZONES

Zone Organization

1 E EBL European Bridge League

2 NABF North American Bridge Federation

SRR

Confederacion

&
3 § ’ ‘CSB Sudamericana de Bridge

4 BFAM Bridge Federation of
E Asia & the Middle East
Central American &
5 CAC

Caribbean Bridge Federation

6 ' *APBF Asia Pacific Bridge Federation

¢

7 SPBF South Pacific Bridge Federation

8 QABF African Bridge Federation

2022 information, unless noted with *

Area

Europe

North
America

South
America

Asia

Central
America

Pacific
Asia

South
Pacific

Africa

TOTAL:

Member Countries

46

10

11

11

100
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http://www.worldbridge.org/bridge-zones/qzone1/
http://www.worldbridge.org/bridge-zones/qzone2/
http://www.worldbridge.org/bridge-zones/qzone3/
http://www.worldbridge.org/bridge-zones/qzone3/
http://www.worldbridge.org/bridge-zones/qzone4/
http://www.worldbridge.org/bridge-zones/qzone4/
http://www.worldbridge.org/bridge-zones/qzone5/
http://www.worldbridge.org/bridge-zones/qzone5/
http://www.worldbridge.org/bridge-zones/qzone6/
http://www.worldbridge.org/bridge-zones/qzone7/
http://www.worldbridge.org/bridge-zones/qzone8/

Aaida Abu Jaber

Aaida, WBF Women’s Committee
member writes of Women’s
Bridge in Zone 4

Women'’s bridge

in Zone 4

(Bridge

Federation of
Asia and the Middle East BFAME)
still lags behind most of the other
zones.

In the BFAME qualification
tournaments for the World Bridge
Championships which took place
in Lahore, Pakistan in May 2023
five women’s teams participated:

India

Jordan

Pakistan

United Arab Emirates
Palestine

0 I Oy O [ B

The women’s teams of India
and the United Arab Emirates
qualified for the World Cup
which took place in Marrakech,
Morocco.
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There are efforts to increase women'’s participation in the game and here are
what some countries in the zone are doing to achieve that:

Jordan:

(1 Enhance and increase bridge learning courses in clubs with the
Jordan Bridge Federation organizing 6 training courses in 2023 with a
total of 70 new bridge players, more than half of them being.

(] Organizing tournaments that include the Jordan International Bridge
tournament, Jordan Teams Cup and sponsored tournaments and
encourage women’s participation by allocating prizes for best
women’s pairs and best women’s teams in these events.

[J Training the national team and preparing them for zonal and
international competitions

Pakistan:

[J Efforts to increase women’s bridge by targeting colleges and
universities

[J  Scholarships for women to learn bridge

[J  Organizing duplicate bridge games for women

India:

[1 Thereis the All India Ladies Bridge Association (AILBA) that run
regular tournaments to encourage women’s participation

[0 The AILBA organizes a once a month there is the online pan India
Women’s game that takes place called ‘Just Us Gals’

[J  As for the Bridge Federation of India BFI, in the last five years, special
women’s only events have been introduced and organized including
two National pairs events and two others organized by private
sponsors

Efforts are currently being made to increase the number of women’s teams
from more countries in the zone.

Bahrain has expressed interest in forming a national women’s team.

Work needs to be done to introduce women’s teams in countries such as

Syria, Saudi Arabia, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka. Aaida ;4‘#‘%
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News form Zone 1

The work of the EBL Women’s
Committee continues under
Oryah Meir who was appointed
Chair in 2022.

Please read the amazing work of
the EBL Women’s Committee
by clicking Here
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THE BIRTH OF THE WBC - FEBRUARY - 2018

In 2018 the then EBL President, Yves Aubry, gave the EBL Women’s
Committee an opportunity to look at the

issue of Women'’s Bridge at the 9™ EBL

Officers’ Conference. In turn the Chair of

the Committee, Seving Atay, invited me as

a member of the Women’s Committee to

deliver Workshops on Women’s Bridge.

The question | posed to the Delegates was - quoting Shakespeare,
- Women’s Bridge ‘ to be or not to be — that is the question’.

Purists say ‘it should be just Bridge’ and that women should play in
the Open. In an ideal world that is what it could/should be - but it
seems we are not quite there yet. The difficulties to play at
international level facing women are well documented and in
preparation for the Workshops views were invited from women
players before the Seminar.

You can view the Presentation Here

We then asked the delegates the way forward- Was it to?

Scrap? the women’s category — this could halve women'’s
international involvement.

Segregate totally? as in most physical sports - this prevents
women playing against some of the top players.

Keep the status quo? where women can choose Open or Women'’s.

Unanimously the Officers decided to
keep the status quo and so it was
put to them were they willing to
select a Women’s Bridge
representative in their National
Bridge Organisation (NBO). —

They were - and hence the Women’s Bridge Co-ordinator (WBC)
was born.

Thirty countries in the EBL appointed their WBC. This was progress
that brought about Women’s Development and Networking
through the weekly then twice weekly Practice Matches Online with
up to 24 EBL countries participating and also an EBL Women'’s
Series Online. When Covid-19 closed live Bridge, women’s matches
were already well established online for the international player.
The Inform and Encouragement were managed through the
Women’s Quarterly Newsletters.

So the WBC was born - their work to:-
Inform, Encourage, Develop & Network

Let’s consider a Women’s Bridge Coordinator (WBC) Worldwide.
A WBC in each NBO in the World and together with the WBF
Women’s Committee we could work for these 4 Aims.

Many Kelly Rogens
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Esther Sophonpanich

Khunying Chodchoy (Esther)
Sophonpanich, from Bangkok,
Thailand, is currently Chair of the
WBF Women’s Committee. She was a
member of WBF Executive Council.

In 1991 Esther was bestowed the
Title “Khunying” by His Majesty the
King of Thailand. “Global 500” Roll of
Honor for Outstanding Environmental
Achievements by the United Nations
Environment Program (UNEP) in
1987.

She was a Senator in the Thai
Parliament from 2000 to 2006.

Esther was awarded Honorary
Doctors of Arts (1991 University of
Chiangmai) and Honorary Doctor of
Philosophy (1991 Ramkhamhaeng
University of Bangkok).

Esther was President of the Contract
Bridge League of Thailand from 1983
to 1993 and from 2011 to 2015,
being elected Honorary President in
2016.

She is President of the Asia Pacific
Bridge Federation since her first
election in 1989.

Esther has been a member of the
National Women’s Team of Thailand
since 1975 and was member of the
Thai Mixed Team winning the Gold
Medal in 2011 in the 26th South East
Asia Games (SEA Games) and the
Silver Medal in 2018 in the Asian
Olympic Games.

( From WBF Website)
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WOMEN'’S BRIDGE ZONE 6

* In most countries in our region, there are no specific

V’&

programs especially for Women, but there are many

ladies playing organised duplicate sessions at the Club
level every morning.

Bridge has been included in the southeast Asian Games

(SEA Games) (Zone 6) which occurs every two hours under the
Olympic banner. At the Asian games (Zones 4 and 6) in Hangzhou
which concluded on October 7, 2023, Bridge was one of the most
competitive sports where players were athletes officially,
representing their respective countries and had to abide by each
country’s rules and regulations. There were three categories — Men
11 teams, Women — 8 teams and 11 teams. (Sadly no pairs events
due to budget and time allocations by the Organisors).

The Teams were fielded by their respective countries and mostly
were considered on their ability to win medals. So, the number of
women’s teams may not reflect the number of players available but
rather the decision of their own Asian Games Olympic Committee in
their own country. There is also the fact that, the Mixed Teams
category had reduced the number of top women players available
for the Women’s category.

Congratulations to:

Women — Gold to China, Silver to Chines Taipei, Bronze to Hong
Kong China and Singapore

Mixed — Gold to Chinese Taipei, Silver to China, Bronze to Thailand
and Singapore

The introduction of the Mixed Teams category in nearly all
Championships now, could be considered to promote Women’s
Bridge and raise the level of Women’s Bridge.

Best wishes,

Esther €. Sophonpanick

Chair WBF Women’s Committee
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